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    Special Feature 2 
Mikhail Kournossoff 
 
The BLACK BERRY CHALLENGE  

We continue our story of the Camp River 
Wildlife area, which our club has agreed to steward 
(see the November issue of the Heron Herald).  Mr. 
Kournossoff, the former owner of the property, has 
authored two books, both of which are in the 
Chilliwack library.  Below I have taken a quote from 
his book From Purgatory to Paradise, chapter 30, 
page 219.   Mikhail and his wife Gwen lived in their 
house across the road from the wildlife area. 

 
“Most of the 25 acres across the road were not 
cleared, and there was the problem of somehow 
removing the phenomenal growth of blackberries… 

This involved extremely hard work in which 
Gwen helped me whenever she could.  

There are times when one can become strained and 
even exhausted beyond endurance, and that was 
the condition in which we both were by August of 
1946.  The work involved in clearing the blackberries 
was particularly difficult and tedious, and there 
seemed no end to it. This brought us to the point of 
despair. 

 I turned to Gwen and said “Darling, shall we 
consider selling it?” 

 “Well, perhaps we should… I do believe it 
would make our lives a little easier” (she 
replied).”

 

 
Since agreeing to care for the property in 1994, 
Denis (who was tasked with co-coordinating the 
project) together with club volunteers have done 
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several plantings and erected bird boxes. In the past 
we have received a $500 grant from the FBCN as 
well as a generous $5000 from Frances Guinet to 
help us purchase plants, clear land etc. 

Unfortunately, blackberries and thistles again, as in 
Mikhail’s time, have come to pose a serious 
problem.  They threaten the entire project and they 
entirely block access to the attractive waterway (see 
below). 

 
 
More in the next Heron Herald about future plans to 
develop the area and, hopefully, (with the help of the 
recently granted $2000 from the FBCN) deal with 
the blackberry/thistle scourge. 
 

This ‘n That 

1. A big thank you to Lee and Denis for 
applying to, and securing from the FBCN, a 
$2000 grant.  This money will be allocated to 
our Kournosoff account to help us with our 
task of overseeing and developing the Camp 
River Wildlife area – better known to our 
club as the Kournossoff property. (See 
article on page 1 and 2)  There are a few 
“conditions” which your executive will need 
to look after. 

2. Have you paid your 2005 membership 
dues?? 

 
3. Be sure to read Sylvia Pincott’s delightful 

column in the BC Naturalist (page15) - titled 
- Collective Nouns – A bird by any other 
name.   How about putting your naturalist 
mind in gear to invent other names for 
Sylvia, as she suggests?     We’ll see what 
she thinks of Slither of Snakes and Throng 
of Thrushes… 

 
4. Our elections are coming up.   Give the word 

to Lee or Helen if you are willing to assist 
our club, by helping with the monthly 
refreshments (or any other task).  Please 
note: we will be needing a vice president .  
See you at the banquet on March 15th! 

 
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK SUPPER 

 

Good Food Good Food Good Food Good Food ---- Good Company Good Company Good Company Good Company    
 

Twenty-one counters/members enjoyed the 
excellent home-cooked offerings on December 18th 
2004 
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We were pleased to hear from Denis, that a record 
number of species were identified (98). Janne won 
the prestigious “most-starlings-counted” award 
(3561) and your editor qualified for the correct 
chestnut-backed chickadee prize(183).  Hopefully a 
summary will be forthcoming for our next newsletter. 
 
Roy then entertained us with his stunning photos of 
The Wetlands enhanced by accompanying mood 
music. 
 
FBCN REPORT 
 
Our president attended the FBCN Regional 
meeting last month.  
 
Items discussed: 

1) The Central Valley Naturalists would 
like letters sent to Mayor Reeves and 
Council and to the OCP Team Leader 
concerning development plans for 
Sumas Mountain  (in regards to loss 
of habitat and walking trails, and other 
effects on the natural environment) 

2) Anne Murray showed us her recent 
article in the Vancouver Sun, 
concerning the effects of light pollution 
from the vast number of greenhouses 
in the Delta area. There have been 
numerous letters from the public about 
the significance of this issue and also 
about the problem of smoke, from 
burning wood waste.  

3) She is also monitoring the proposal for 
a third berth at the Ferry Terminal in 
Tswassen, which will likely go ahead; 
but the larger concern is the second 
expansion, which would increase the 
boat and truck traffic already present 
in this busy area.  

4) Bert Brink has real concerns about the 
management of Burn’s Bog if there 
aren’t scientific advisory and planning 
committees put in place.  There is a 
big difference between a Raised Bog 
and a Domed Bog (the latter would 
have no trees or ponds).                          

5)  He also discussed the white sturgeon 
report.  The species is slowly 
recovering but it is a long way from 
being “off the list”.  It is under review 

by SARA. 
6) We also talked about Federation 

awards; junior members for the 
Naturalist clubs; Living by Water; 
Smart Growth BC; and other 
conservation items. 

Helen Turner 
TREKKING in NEPAL  November 16th 2005 

Our speakers this evening were Phil and Liz Lang 
and their son Ron. They described an exciting trip to 
Mount Everest from Oct. 3rd to Nov.4th in 2003. 

Phil      Ingrid (Ron’s wife)       Ron     Liz  

With the help of a beautiful power point presentation, 
we learned that the group hiked and climbed about 
120 km. in total. Important to acclimatizing was their 
practice of resting every third day – and pacing their 
activity, to allow time to adjust to the altitude.  
Sounds as though they are eager to repeat the 
adventure! 

Young Naturalists  
 
The Young Naturalist club has grown, and we will 
hopefully continue to see good turnouts.  Our last 
outing, on January 8, was poorly attended because 
of inclement weather.  We have been organizing two 
events per month and so far, this is working well.  
Our next event is on January 29 when we will be 
building bird feeders and houses.  Our events are 
planned and organized to give variety to our young 
members.  
 
February:    
Feb.12 - Sketching and Nature Journals  
Feb. 26 - Nature Show and Tell  
 
March:   
March 5 – Plants 
March 26 - Frog Watch program. 
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April:   
April 2  - Tree Planting 
April 23  - Forest   (with Debora Soutar 
 
May:     
May 16 - Wetlands   (with Roy Luckow) 
 
June :  
June 4  - Ocean's Day at Blackie's Spit 

  
    Judy Wicklow 
 

 

 

 
Minter Country Garden Field Trip  
 
Saturday, January 22, 2005      
  
 Eight hardy CFN members braved the rain to 
explore the wonders of the Hope River Trail. For our 
bravery, we saw 16 bird species including Common 
Goldeneyes, Blackcapped Chickadees and Red-
winged Blackbirds.  Eastern Grey Squirrels chased 
each other in the trees, despite the rain.  About 
noon, members were joined by 2 intrepid Trumpeter 
Swan counters who retired to the Callicarpa Garden 
Cafe with the other Club members to enjoy hot soup, 
sandwiches and birding tales. 

Janne Perrin 
 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
PLEASE CALL OUR CO-ORDINATOR HAZEL FOR QUESTIONS RE : FIELD TRIPS 

 
Date Time Event Location Details Contact 

Sunday 
March 13th 

 
10am 

Field Trip - see the 
return of the Great 

Blue Herons 

Heron 
Reserve 

parking lot 

Visit our local 
Heronry with the 

Central Valley 
Club 

Hazel 
858-0803 

 
Tuesday, 

March 15th 

 
5:30 
pm 

Annual Banquet 
and Elections 

 

DAKOTA’S 
Restaurant 
(on Yale)  

Speaker: 
Dave Gillespie - 
topic:  Insects 

 

 
Helen 

792-0972 

Tuesday 
April 19th 

 
7:30 
pm 

Regular Monthly 
Meeting 

Vedder 
Middle School 

Speaker: 
Rebecca Porte 

Coast Mountain 
Institute  

 
Janne 

796-9182 

Tuesday 
May 17th 

7:30 
pm 

Regular Monthly 
Meeting  

Vedder 
Middle 
School 

Annual 
Photo Contest 

Janne 
796-9182 
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