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FEDERATION FINDINGS
By Dave Hutchings

Our “Findings” are rather sparse this time. The
postponement of our Regional Meeting and the
usual slackening of FBCN business around
Christmas-time have given me little to report.

| am sorry to report that Joan King passed away on
December 21%. Both she and husband Harold will
be known by a number of you as long-time members
of the FBCN from the Osoyoos area. Joan shared
duties as an Ecological Reserve Warden with Harold
and aided and supported him in his efforts to
develop an LRMP for the area. She also conducted

Elderhostel courses on birding in the South
Okanagan. Joan certainly will be missed. For those
who wish to send condolences, Harold’'s address is
29014 Highway 97, RR#1, Osoyoos, B.C. VOH 1VO0.

With the aid of Kathy Wilkinson of the Central Valley
club, the FBCN has compiled a list of all the print
and audio/visual resources, which are available from
the Vancouver office. If you wish a copy, please let
me know.

Once again, the Boundary Bay “Birds on the Bay”
program is about to begin, with birding walks,
seminars, workshops, birding instruction, artists’
presentations and more. The 2004 program runs
from January 24 — May 29. You can obtain a full
schedule of the events on the website -
www.birdsonthebay.ca - or | can obtain one for you.

In December, the FBCN sent a letter to Premier
Campbell expressing concern over the planned
removal of an 11 km. corridor of about 1,000
hectares from Graham-Laurier Provincial Park in
northeast B.C., apparently with no public
consultation. MWLAP stated that the corridor was to
permit road access to the Park. To date there
seems to have been no reply to our concern — from
either Victoria or the “ Maui Legislative Buildings”.

With your latest copy of The Naturalist, you will be
reminded of the 2004 FBCN Annual General
Meeting in Vancouver in May. The AGM and the
scheduled symposium look to be a stimulating 4
days of field trips, seminars and presentations
exploring the Lower Mainland Region and our
relationship with our aquatic environment. Early
registration and reservation of accommodation is
strongly advised.
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Young Naturalist Report -
by Dave Hutchings

With the very heavy rains of October, we were
forced to cancel our scheduled event. However, in
November the YNC Chiliwack paid another
fascinating visit to the Chilliwack Fish Hatchery. Not
only were our Young Naturalists wide-eyed at the
volume of fish returning to spawn, but they gained a
deeper understanding of the life cycle of salmon,
from egg to sea-going fry, in a visit and tour of the
Incubation Building at the Hatchery.

Our Club also participated in the Christmas Bird
Count by walking the trails of the Great Blue Heron
Nature Reserve. After a short lesson on bird
adaptations and identification, we were off to identify
the feathered creatures of the Reserve. In all, we
counted over 20 different species. Later the Club
joined the grown-up naturalists for the potluck at the
Evergreen Hall. Our special thanks go to Debora
Soutar for allowing us to use the warmth and the
facilities of the Interpretive Centre for the day — and
also for kindly loaning us the use of the Centre’'s
spotting scopes and binoculars. We'd also like to
thank the Chilliwack “grown-up” Club for including us
in the Christmas count.

We are proud to announce that our own 7-year-old
Michael Engelberts has won the first prize in the
“Reducing Your Ecological Footprint” contest
organized by the YNC of B.C. Michael received a
copy of The Sacred Balance by David Suzuki and
Amanda McConnell. Well done, Michael.

Our plans for the balance of the Winter and the
Spring are well in hand, with our new schedule
coming out any day.

Meetings:

November 18/2003

Our own Marilyn Cram was the enjoyable speaker at
this meeting. She showed beautiful slides of her
midsummer photography expedition to the Haida
G'wai in 1990. We viewed, as did she, deep forests;
hot springs; quiet coves; sandy beaches; sunsets;
ocean views; totems; roaring sea lions and friendly
deer. Marilyn has "lots of good memories" and she
shared them with enthusiasm and humour.
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Underwater beauty

-

Hot Springs in Haida Country

NATURAL NUT

| do enjoy feeding birds when there is
snow on the ground. | see, close-up,
birds that are often invisible the rest of
the year. This month | was surprised to
see a male red-
winged blackbird
at my feeder -
handsome with his
dramatic shoulder
patches. Soon
there were several,
and at one point
a whole flock of

Dear Natural-Nut;

blackbirds in the
nearby tree. The
redwings were
mixed in  with

other dark birds, including

many that
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looked to be large streaked sparrows. |
couldn't identify them - can you help? |
would like to learn more about
Blackbirds.

Signed: Unsure
Dear Unsure;

Blackbirds often congregate in a mixed
flock. It is not surprising that you aren't
certain of positively identifying members
of a flock of Blackbirds, which could
include  starlings, cowbirds and/or
grackles. And of course there would be
males and females, mature and
immature.  Your streaked birds were
probably female red-winged blackbirds —
they are smaller than the males but
certainly larger than sparrows. Your
local public library offers plenty of
information about Blackbirds - members

of the icteridae family. An interesting
skill developed by icterids is known as
gaping. This technique involves their
ability to open their bills forcibly against
considerable resistance. Thus they gain
access to insect prey under stones and
inside aquatic plant stems and soil, as
well as seeds from pinecones. You will
need to observe carefully to see this work
in action, because of course there is no
need for gaping at your well-stocked
feeder.

Signed: Natural-Nut.
WATCH and PLAY

They come at night,

These little guys.

Their coming is quite soft.

| hear a rustle, then a scratch.
| rise and find my light,

Move to the door and step outside
And there - upon my deck-

Five saucy, wide-eyed chaps | see,
Not big nor scared one bit.

Just want to look and check me out.
| freeze and gasp and stare
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First time | was all startled.

| shrieked - drove them away

They clambered quickly down the tree
(I wishing they had stayed).

Next visit | was calm and cool,
Made up by talking sweet.
Wooed and charmed them
Oops - too much.

Now they disturb my sleep.

And often, when it's rained a lot,
Deep puddles on the roof,

Their splashing, paddling wake me
| stir and then I've got

To rise and rub my sleepy eyes
To see what'’s going on.

Not every night they come to me.
Sometimes they’re not around.
Yet | am sure that soon I'll wake
To strange mysterious sound.

I'll step onto my moonlit roof
For entertainment rare;

The joy of raccoon babies,
The scent of autumn air;

Exchange my dreams

My cozy bed

For night time watch and play.

The welcome mat is out young friends.
I'll save my sleep for day.

Anonymous

This 'n That

1. Time to renew club memberships - $25.00 single
or $35.00 family. Be sure to get your receipt and
membership card from Judy.

Sleepy Logan

2. Joyce Groulx won the woodcarvings calendar at
our Christmas Potluck supper. Thanks to

&
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BobThomas for the donation. Second, the weather was great and it was mild right
up to the day of the count. Third, the Chilliwack
count area was moved 3 kilometers north adding
Harrison Hill, Harrison Bay, Kilby and the east end of
the Nicomen Slough and Island.

This year counters saw 98 species on the count day
20 Dec 2003, and 103 species during the count
week of Dec. 17 to 23, 2003. The number of
individuals totaled 46,896 birds. There were six new

species observed, 4 from north of the Fraser River @

3. 3. As the first issue of our 2004 Heron Herald hits
the press, we club would like to thank our
esteemed publisher Jack Jackaman for his
invaluable help. Your editor just couldn't do it
without him! Perhaps this will be the year he
joins the club

and 2 south of the river. The species north of the
Fraser River included a Marsh Wren, 200 Dunlin, a
Greater Yellow-legs, and one Common Yellowthroat.
New species
observed south of
the Fraser River
included a male
Wilson's Warbler
sited south of
Friendly Mike's Pub
along the Little
Chilliwack River and
14 Lapland Longspur
along Banford Road.

4. As always, the Christmas potluck and carol sing
was a happy occasion and a fitting end to our day We had 3 Erare
of birding. Thanks to those who organized it and '
to the musicians who participated - in particular
our guests Jo and Derrick.

birds as well. Any
(Erare, species need
to have a rare bird
form submitted to

5. 5. Our secretary and vice-president executive verify their
positions will be vacant soon. Please let Lee identification. The
know of your suggestions or willingness to CBC rare birds form
consider volunteering to work for our club. describes rare birds
Elections take place at our March annual meeting as birds that are
and banquet. See you at Dakota's. unusual species,

unusual date, or

unusual habitat. For
simplicity and clarity
that means that rare

6. 6. Do check out our web site - which is regularly

updated by Janne Perrin.
www.chillwackfieldnaturalists.freewebsitehostingato

http://mypage.uniserve.ca/~djperrin/chilliwack%20i%20 birds are birds that
naturalists.htm have not been seen
on our count for 4
It is a first class Web Page and the club should be years or more. Rare
very proud of Janne and her efforts. birds observed this year included a female Anna's
Hummingbird, a juvenile Northern Goshawk (at
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT Sardis Park), and a Yellow-rumped Warbler.
We have just finished the 104th Other CBC count highlights on 20 December 2003
w annual Christmas Bird Count included:
R season. The Chilliwack count
M& had more species this year than 105 Bushtits
ever before. This was due to a 46 Northern Shovelers
number of factors. First, counters are finding and 39 Double-crested Cormorants
recognizing more bird species. Good Work! 13 American Pipits

&
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12 Canvas-Backs

10 Fox Sparrows

6 Brown Creepers

6 Bewick's Wrens

6 Cooper’'s Hawks

6 Sharp-shinned Hawks
5 Western Gulls

5 Loons

4 Red-breasted mergansers
3 American Kestrels

2 Barn Owls

2 Spotted Sand Pipers

2 Wilson's Snipes

1 Pygmy Owl

1 Peregrine Falcon

1 Rough-legged Hawk

1 Northern Pintalil

1 male Eurasian Widgeon
1 Cedar Waxwing

1 Mourning Dove

1 Evening Grosbeak (only)
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Audubon also collects and prints birds observed in
the CBC count week, Dec. 17-23, 2003. This shows
birds that occur in the count area but have eluded
counters on the count day, so next year, be sure to
report birds that you saw 3 days before or after the
count but couldn't locate on the count day. For count
week, Jason Osterhold heard a Great Horned Owl
that had been in the area but was not seen on count
day. Denis Knopp saw a Northern Shrike, Lincoln's
Sparrow and 18 Western Meadowlarks. Dorothea
Knopp saw a Ruffed Grouse. Visit the Audubon CBC
website www.audubon.org/bird/cbc9 to see birds
observed on the count day and week (marked cw).

For more information contact me at 604 858-5141 or
becwild@uniserve.com

Good Birding!

Denis Knopp

If you haven't visited the Blue Heron Reserve you should do so. See
February 14" Field Trip
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Calendar of Events and Announcements
FOR QUESTIONS RE: FIELD TRIPS PLEASE CALL OUR CO-ORDINATOR HAZEL
Date Time Event Location Details Contact
Renew Pay 2004 $25.00 Judy
To-day NOW! Memberships DON'T 35.00 795-7296
Due FORGET
10am Field Trip Meet at Earl's Birding with
Saturday at To carpool Janne on Janne
Feb 14th Seabird At 9:30am Seabird Island | 796-9182
Island (Bring lunch)
Road
Mike Pearson :
Tuesday 7:30 Regular Meeting | Vedder School | Endangered Helen
Feb.17th pm Species 792-0972
Rescue Team
Field Trip Great blue Return of the
Saturday 10:30 Heron Nature Herons Chris and
March 13th am Reserve (Bring lunch Dave
and mug for | 858-2486
coffee)
Tuesday' 6:00 Annual Meeting, Dakota's Greg George Helen
March 16th pm Elections and Restaurant on Wildlife in 792-0972
Banquet Yale Africa
Tuesday 7:30 Regular Vedder School Craig
April 20th pm Meeting Breckenridge Helen
Vancouver 792-0972
Astronomical
Society
Tuesday 7:30 Advance Notice Be prepared
May 18th pm with your Photo Helen
best Contest 792-0972
snapshot
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