
 

Volume 11   Issue 2       The Chilliwack Field Natu ralists  March  2006 
CFN 2005-6 EXECUTIVE 

President  Janne Perrin  796-9182 
Vice-President Helen Peterson 792-2937 
Past President Helen Turner   792-0972 
Secretary Margaret Tranah 792-9049 
Treasurer Val Whetter  858-6056 

APPOINTED BY THE EXECUTIVE:  

FBCN Director Rose Garlinski         858-0402 
Special Projects Denis Knopp  858-5141 
Field Trips Hazel Cannings  858-0803 
Conservation Annabelle Rempel 823-6549 
Membership Margaret Tranah 795-9049 
Young Naturalists Debbie Buchner     795-7296 
Librarian Helen Peterson  792-2937 
Historian Helen Turner  792-0972 
Refreshments Roy and Marlene 858- 8315 
Phone Comm. Annabelle Rempel         823-6549 
Heron Herald  
Editor/Distributor Heather Larstone 823-6039 
Publisher  Jack Jackaman  823-6922 

THIS ‘n THAT  
1. Maureen made the news! On January 24ththe  
Chilliwack Progress featured a photo and article on 
Maureen’s role as ambassador for Naturescape BC 
in the Fraser Valley. And about 50 people enjoyed 
her talk at the library on the 26th. Way to go 
Maureen! 
2. Our club has responded to the FBCN appeal for 
funds with a donation of $100. 
3. The unusual scrub jay is still hanging around at 
Freda Worth’s place. Give her a call if you’d like to 
have a look at this interesting bird. 
4. One of our members, at age 87, recently climbed 
Teapot Hill.  Inspirational , I’d say! 

5. Thanks to Roy for providing his great nature 
photographs for our revised brochure.  Roy and 
Marlene were present at the Winter Tales last 
month (see page 2), at the Xa: ytem pit house in 
Hatzic. near Mission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roy chats with Cecily Paul 
6. The treasurer has deposited $2000 to our 
Kournossoff account – grant money received from 
the FBCN to help with our tree plantings, Note the 
event planned for March 22nd(Page 4). 
7. Our executive has worked hard this year keeping 
our finances in order, arranging interesting meetings 
and organizing field trips for our naturalists.  We 
have welcomed several new members and 
expressed our views on various conservation issues. 
Our community is informed of our events through the 
news media and our web site.  It’s been a most 
positive year and we look forward to our club’s future 
growth and development. 
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MEETINGS 
 
January 17 th , 2006   - “Members’ Night” is always a 
popular and fun evening.  This year we featured 
three of our favorites – Denis, with exciting slides 
from his Mexican trip; Don, who showed photos of 
nature’s rather strange shapes and designs; and 
Roy, who, with his usual flair, presented an 
interesting assortment of his slides. 
 
Don had donated to our club several copies of a set 
of three Wildflower books, containing photos taken 
by himself and Mildred. The sale of these netted 
$200.00!  Our annual silent auction brought us a 
healthy$113.10. 
 
February 21 st,2006  
A good turnout for Brian Walton‘s clips of his nature 
videos which were originally aired on the community 
cable TV channel. Unfortunately, “technical 
difficulties” prevented the showing. Our able 
president handled the situation with aplomb and 
everyone enjoyed the extended social time and 
business meeting.  Brian agreed to return for our 
May  16th meeting 

 
 

WINTER TALES at Xa: ytem  
 
On Sunday, Feb. 5th Cecily and Chad Paul told their 
stories, sang and drummed in the Xa:ytem pithouse 
at Hatzic on the Mission Highway.  Cecily is the 
granddaughter of Chief Dan George and she 
brought along their one-year old daughter. 

 
Story and Song 

A beautiful Longhouse Interpretive Centre is built on 
the site of a “sacred rock” where thousands of 
artifacts were unearthed in 1990 /91. 

 
Pit House 

 
Sacred Rock 

Individuals, students and groups are welcome.   
Ph.820-9725 
Web site:  www.xaytem.ca  
 

FIELD TRIPS 
Saturday, January 21st h, 2006   
Hope River Trail-and Minter’s  
 
27 Naturalists (including 4 youngsters) enjoyed this 
annual outing. Good weather and the enthusiasm of 
the young nature-lovers added to its success. The 
highlights of the birding with Denis' expertise and 
Dilan's sharp eyes were: 2 RED-TAILED HAWKS, 
1MERLIN. 1 PEREGRINE, 1 PILEATED 
WOODPECKER. 1 BROWN CREEPER, 1 DOWNY 
WOODPECKER and 1BLUE HERON.  In total we 
observed 30 species on the trail.  
 
Afterwards we returned to the coffee shop for lunch 
and a tour of the Country Garden greenhouses. 
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Sunday, January 29 th, 2006 
Snowy Owls – Boundary Bay  

 

 
This “spontaneous” trip turned out to be a great one 
with 2 youths and 9 adults viewing eight Snowy 
Owls one short –tailed owl, and some Northern 
Harriers cruising over the fen.  Of course there were 
thousands of shore birds in the Bay area (gulls, 
eagles, swans, and ducks. At the OWL Rehab 
Center on the way home, we viewed several birds of 
prey and watched the release of a Red-tailed Hawk, 
recovered from a broken wing.    Janne Perrin  
 

 
Warm and Comfortable 

A few days later 4 more naturalists decided to head 
for Boundary Bay.  They managed to see 4 owls, but 
the gale force winds made viewing and walking most 
difficult so they retired to the Olive Garden for lunch. 
Fortunately there were 20 bald eagles to be seen en 
route.  

Sunday, February 12 th,2006 
Reifel Bird Sanctuary 

 
The day was cool, but sunny-only chilly out past the 
marsh, catching the breeze off the water. The 
warming shed was a welcome lunch spot, with its 
toasty fire. A most enjoyable adventure! Thanks to 
Karl Perrin for his capable assistance. 

 
43 species counted on this cool and sunny day- 
including a black -crowned night heron, curlew sand  

Sandhill Cranes at Reifel  
piper, short eared owls, and pintail ducks, But most 
interesting was the presence of 18 snowy owls back 
at Boundary Bay. A treat to see the Sandhill cranes 
as well. Field Trips cont… 
All the colors of the rainbow were seen in our 
feathered friends: Golden crowned sparrow, redwing 
blackbird, blue heron, green heron, chestnut-backed 
chickadee, green-winged teal, white-crowned 
sparrow, black-capped chickadee, red-tailed hawk, 
red billed grebe, golden eye, black crowned night 
heron and snowy owl! 

Maureen Raymond 
Saturday, March 4 th ,2006 

Great Blue Heron Reserve  
 
Colleen- Counting 
Herons 
One dozen naturalists 
viewed about 80 
returning Herons from 
the vantage point of 
the dike. The total 
nest count is 200 – by 
Iain Jones, an SFU 
student. 
 It was a lovely sunny 
day – pleasant 
enough to eat our 
lunch out of doors. 
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BULLETIN: 
The Ministry of Forests unexpectedly has agreed to 
provide trees for our March 22 planting, free of 
charge.  Not only that, their staff will lend us 45 

shovels for the day.   The club is most appreciative 
of this offer.  Lets get the work done! 
 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PLEASE CALL OUR CO-ORDINATOR HAZEL FOR QUESTIONS RE : FIELD TRIPS 

Date Time Event Location Details Contact 

 
 

Wednesday 
March 22 

 
 

1:30 
pm 

 
Kournosoff 

Planting 

 
 

Camp River 
Wildlife Area 

38 Japanese Students 
on hand to help 
wear boots & old 

clothes 
shovels and snacks 

provided 

Lee and Denis 
Knopp 

 
858-5141 

 
Saturday 
April 8th 

 
9 am 

 
FIELD  TRIP 

Meet at Earl’s 
for car 
Pooling 

 
Bring lunch  

Explore the beautiful 
Minnekhada Regional 

Park near 
Maple Ridge  

 
Margaret Tranah 

792-9049 

 
Tuesday 
April 18th 

 
 
11am 

REGULAR 
MEETING 

 

 
Vedder Middle 

School 
Don’t forger to 
bring your cup! 

 
Jason Smith 

Species recovery 
after logging  

 
 

Janne Perrin 
796-9182 

Monday 
April 25th 

 
6 pm Annual Pitch-in 

Cleanup – earn $100 
for our club! 

Minter’s 
Parking Lot 
on Young 

Wear gloves and 
 sturdy footwear 

Helen 
792-0972 

 
Sunday, 
May 7th 

 
9 a m FIELD TRIP 

Meet at Earl’s 
Bring your 

lunch 

Enjoy a walk through 
the Othello Tunnels 

Janne Perrin 
796-9182 

 
 

Tuesday 
May16th 

 
7:30 
pm 

 
REGULAR 
MEETING 

Vedder Middle 
School 

Speaker: Brian Walton 
Creates Nature Films 

for Shaw Cable 

 
Janne Perrin 

796-9182 
 

Saturday 
June 24th 

 
11 am Annual Picnic 

Cheam 
Wetlands Park 
Bring picnic 

fixings 

Final meeting and walk 
through the trails 
With the Young 

Naturalists 

 
Janne Perrin 

796-9182 
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