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President's Message 
  
The Chilliwack Field Naturalist Club has had 
another successful year.  This success 
comes about because out members are 
dedicated, hard working, and faithful.  Many 
thanks to all those who take on Executive 
and Committee duties, Field Trip 
Leadership, Refreshments, Heron 
Herald and other helping positions.  Also a 
special thank you to the photographers who 

share their slides and wealth of knowledge 
with us.   
By glancing at the schedule of events 
printed in this newsletter, you will see the 
2007-2008 year is already looking busy.  
Start taking those photographs now for the 
contest in May and plan to come out to the 
Coffee Cutters.  This monthly event is fun 
and helps in the restoration of the Camp 

River Wildlife 
Area.  Thank 
you to the 

many 
members 

and their 
friends who 
have clipped 
back the 
blackberries 

and planted 
trees 

tirelessly. 
 
The Young 

Naturalists 
Club had a 

change of leadership and structure this 
year.  Paul and Corina Crane took over from 
Debbie Buchner in September 2006.  The 
group is now known as the Chilliwack Hope 
Young Naturalists Club. It is always a 
pleasure when YNC members join the adults 
on a trip.  They, of course, are our future. 
  
Our Club will host the BC Nature Fall 
Conference.  ("BC Nature" is the new name 
for the Federation of BC Naturalists.) The 
Conference will be in Harrison Hot Springs 
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at the Executive Hotel from October 11th to 
14th, 2007.  The Guest Speaker will be Dr. 
Michael Pearson who will speak on Species 
at Risk in Settled Landscapes: Strategies for 
Recovery.  The planning committee will be 
asking for help with publicity, and displays. A 
treasurer and field trip leaders will soon be 
needed.  
  
Welcome to the 2007-2008 Chilliwack Field 
Naturalists year.  Remember your 
contributions and ideas make our club work.  
Invite your friends to our monthly meetings - 
we welcome visitors of any age and 
encourage them to join.  As your president 
for another year, I look forward to leading an 
expanding and vibrant Naturalist Club and I 
thank you for your wonderful support this 
past year. 

Janne Perrin 
 

MEETINGS 
 
January 16 th /2007- Our “regular” 
meeting was rather “irregular” – in that it 
offered an unusually varied program, 
including:  a successful silent auction, a 
presentation by Zoey Slater, a digital slide 
show, and photo presentations by three of 
our member photographers!   Of course, we 
also enjoyed the sociable coffee break and a 
business meeting. 
 Zoey began by describing her work 
with the South Coast Conservation Program.    
She is busy contacting landowners and 
providing them with information about how 
to maintain species-at –risk (such as 
phantom 
orchids, 
Townsend’s 
mole, 
salamanders 
etc.) and 
helping them 
deal with 
invasive 
species.  Her 
approach is 
educational 
and she will do 
a survey of 
property on 
request. 
Nora Mitchell 

We then enjoyed an interesting duet 
between Marilyn and Janne, who bravely 

presented a digital show on their 2005 trip to 
Alaska, using our brand new equipment.  

 
Many thanks to Lee, who wisely spent our 
grant money on an LCD projector and laptop 
computer as well as a digital camera.  
 
Three members entertained us with their 
nature slides: 

 
Val  - flowers and fungi Don – mammals 
large and small  Roy- winter patterns 
 

February 20 th 2007- Dr. Tim Cooper’s topic 
was the pertinent one of Global Warming.  
This knowledgeable physicist presented an 
illustrated expose (using our new computer 
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and projector) of the frightening causes of 
climate change. He referred to the Fraser 
Valley “haze”, and explained how it actually 
protects us.  He suggests that if we don’t 
plan to “doom our grandchildren”, we need 
such measures as an immediate carbon tax, 
and an end to the fossil fuel industry 
subsidies.  Dr. Cooper responded to many 
questions from our concerned members. 
FIELD TRIPS  

  
1.  On Saturday, January 20 we met at 

Minters Country Parking Lot for our annual 

walk on the Hope River Trail . The day was 

cloudy but pleasant. We sighted a number of 
Bushtits with a flock of Chickadees, two 
Eagles, and a Sharp Shinned Hawk.  A 
Cormorant flew over. 
We observed over twenty bird species, 
including: Scaup, Heron, Buffleheads, 
Downey Woodpecker, Towhees, Varied 
Thrush, Junco, Winter Wrens, Mallard, 
Flickers, and three Brown Creepers.  
There was an excellent turnout of about 
twenty aspiring naturalists. 

We all enjoyed the company of Ella, 
Heather’s two- year old granddaughter. She 
is a real trooper! Our varied ages spanned 
from 2 to 89 and we all had a great time.  
 
We finished the outing with lunch at Minter’s. 

Nora Mitchell 
2. On Saturday February 17th nine 
naturalists headed by Janne Perrin, went to 
the Mariah Slough on Sea bird Island to 
count birds for the Great Canadian Backyard 
Count – and just enjoy to outing.  We saw 
28 species of birds and19 of them were 
water fowl.  It was a good day for birding, 
and although the wind was quite chilly.  
Walter spotted a Shrike and Jane noticed 
some redheaded ducks.  Several of the CFN 
members had brought spotting scopes. So 
we had good views of the different birds.  A 
sharp eye noticed the kingfisher and several 
great blue herons n the tall grasses and 
trees overhanging the mud flats.  We saw a 
green winged teal and gadwall in the 
mudflats and finished the outing at the 
Seabird Café for lunch.  A good time was 
had by all. 

Maureen Raymond 
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BRANDIED CHICKADEES 
 
Ingredients:  

�  A bottle of brandy 
�  500 grams (about a pound) ground 

suet 
�  1 cup peanut butter (unsalted, no 

additives) 
�  2 handfuls of wild birdseed 
�  A few lean Chickadees (feathers left 

on) 
Directions:  

�  Melt suet; mix in peanut butter and 
seed 

�  Open brandy 
�  As seed mixture cools, stir and form 

into a ball 
�  Place ball in a small onion bag and 

hang in a tree 
When the chickadees fly in for their 
dinner, drink their health with a small 
snifter of brandy  

Marlene 
Williams 

NATURAL–NUT 
 
Dear Natural –Nut - A speaker at 
one of our naturalist meetings 
told us that the Townsend’s mole is 
“a species at risk”.   Please tell me 
something about this critter. 
 

Signed: CFN Member. 
 
Dear CFN Member 
 
Here is a photo of this fellow – closely 
related to the Coast Mole, but much larger. It 
has small eyes that detect only light (no 

images), acute hearing (though no external 
ears), and a well-developed sense of touch.  
It seems to be stable, with a population in 

the Central Fraser Valley of about 500 
mature animals. The average litter size is 
three, and Townsend’s Moles live only about 
three years - nine offspring per pair – much 
lower than most small mammals. 
 
It is a solitary, territorial animal – not often 
seen above ground, - with few natural 
predators.  It eats mostly earthworms. 
 Most of its limited distribution is on private 
land and it is often trapped on golf courses, 
farmlands, gardens, and lawns - not being 
distinguished from the more common 
Coastal Mole.  It is hoped that landowners 
will become aware of this endangered 
animal and learn of ways to maintain mole 
habitat. 

SIGNED:      Natural-Nut 

 
 
THIS ‘n THAT 
 

1. A few of our members were part of a 
workshop last month chaired by 
Sara Weaver Kipp.  In it, our club’s 
priorities and goals were identified 
and described.   Sara will be talking 
with clubs across the country. 

2. Big thanks to Roy and Marlene for 
looking after our refreshments for 
two years.  We are pleased that Tim 
and Anita will be taking over this 
important part of our meetings.  

3. Be sure to hear Brett speak at our 
April meeting. He will look at 
examples of over-fishing, habitat 
loss, and industrial effects on our 
fish population.  He will discuss 
management strategies  (helpful 
and otherwise) and show ways of 
preventing problems. 

4.  Our silent auction was fun as 
always and gained us a healthy 
$167.00. 

5.  Sounds as though our Coffee 
C
u
t
t
e
r
s
 
a
r
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Cutters are alive and well.  Here is a 
photo from Lee, showing recent 
plantings by the ERA folks. 

 
6. Speaking of photos – our contest is 

coming up in May. Helen tells me 
there will be the usual three 
categories: landscapes, flora 
(flowers), and fauna (animals).  
Novice and “advanced” camera 

buffs will be judged separately.  
  PRIZES!!   
Get out your camera…you may 
submit 2 in each category. 

7. World Water Day is on March 25th.  
There will be an event at Mill Lake in 
Abbotsford. (North Entrance) 
between 2 and 5 pm.  Call 888-6715 
for info. 

 
 

 
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL NATURE STORE  

 
ADRIENNE AND JASON HAVE A WONDERFUL SELECTION OF AL L THINGS INVOLVING WILD BIRDS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR BIRDWATCHERS THEY HAVE A GREAT SELECTION OF BIN OCULARS AND OTHER OPTICS 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
PLEASE CALL OUR CO-ORDINATOR HAZEL FOR QUESTIONS RE : FIELD TRIPS 

Date Time Event Location Details Contact 
Saturday 

April 7thrd  
9 

am 
Coffee Cutters 
(work session) 

Camp River 
- at the 
Cairn 

Bring your clippers 
or shears 

Coffee at “Tim’s 

Lee 
858-5141 

 

Saturday 
April 14th  

9am Field Trip Meet at 
Earls 

Birding with Denis at 
the McGillvary Slough 
(lunch and binoculars!) 

 
Denis 

858-5141 

Tuesday 
April 24th   

6 
pm 

Pitch –in 
Cleanup 

Meet at 
Minter 

Parking Lot 

Bring gloves 
Wear sturdy footwear 
Earn $100 for our club 

Helen 
792-0972 

 

Tuesday 
April 17th  

7:30 
pm 

Regular Meeting 

 

Vedder 
 Middle 
School 

Brett Vanpoorten 
PhD student at UBC 
Topic:  Fish Ecology 

Janne 
796-9182 

Saturday 
May 5th 

9 
am 

Coffee Cutters 
(work session) 

Camp River 
- at the 
Cairn 

Bring your clippers 
or shears 

Coffee at “Tim’s 

Lee  
 858-5141 

Sunday 
May 13th 

10 
am 

Field Trip Meet at 
Earls 

Explore the Historic 
Othello Tunnels 

Helen 
792-0972 

Tuesday 
May 15th 

7:30 
pm 

Photo Contest 
(2 submissions 

allowed for each 
category 

Landscape, Flora, 
Fauna) 

 
Regular Meeting 

 
Vedder 
Middle 
School 

Photos 
Novice or Advanced? 

 
Speaker: Deb Soutar 

“Return of the Herons”  

Helen 
792-0972 

 
 

Janne 
796-9182 

 
Chilliwack Field Naturalists #216-45598 McIntosh Drive CHILLIWACK BC  V2P 7J3 

Check out our Web Site at: www.chilliwackfieldnaturalists.ca 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Return of the Herons  photo by Terry Larstone 


