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REGULAR MEETING
May 16, 2006
by Joachim Boag

Since Jason Smith was again unable to give his talk
on "Species Recovery after Logging”, Marilyn Cram
kindly helped out and gave a slide-show
presentation of some of her hikes. We saw
pictures of the famous Kokanee Needle Peak

and heard stories of the interesting people she'd met
over the years on her trips.

We also enjoyed photos from her hikes in Valhalla,
and learned that "Valhalla" is the place where the
fallen warriors were taken, according to Norse
mythology.

The slides and stories from
Cathedral Park were my
favourites.

Besides the scenery, | liked
the  stories about  the
encounters  with  Mountain
Goats and some curious bulls
and cows, which, in many
parts, must share the trails
with hikers.

After the always delicious
treats and coffee, our FBCN
Director, Helen Turner,
reported on the AGM of the
FBCN, which was held in
Courtney May 4 —7"

Among other things, we heard
about a proposal to change
the official name of FBCN to
"BC Nature" or something else
that the general population
might relate to more easily.
Approx.150 people attended,
a number higher than in other
years.

Very good news was reported
on behalf of the trees in
Cathedral Grove,

Plans for the parking lot have
been dropped, very likely due
to the strong public pressure.
A great concern for birds and
people remains because of a
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new harbour development in Delta.

People were encouraged to write Barry Penner, and
the Federal Environment. Minister before the end of
May.

President Janne Perrin led us professionally through
the evening and also informed us about upcoming
events.

Thanks to you all Joachim Boag

ANNUAL
PICNIC

Saturday,
June 24

Eighteen naturalists, armed with picnic lunches,
gathered at 11am on a lovely sunny day. We
enjoyed our walk around the loop trail at Cheam
Wetlands Park in spite of the presence of a few
hungry mosquitoes. Spotting a King Bird and the
Marsh Wrens and their nests was rewarding. As
always we were happy to spend time together at our
final meeting, ‘though of course there are some
interesting field trips planned for the summer
months.
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SUMMER FIELD TRIPS
1. Wildflowers at Manning Park
Saturday. July 22 "

Periods of cloud cover and a mountain breeze made
our outing quite pleasant. A hearty breakfast at the
OWL STREET CAFE in Hope and a fine lunch up at
the top helped the 18 hikers to enjoy this wildflower
adventure. It was coordinated by the Hope Mountain
School and our guide was an experienced naturalist
Kelly Pearce. We also had a couple of
photographers along to help those who had brought
along cameras.

Five of the hikers were from our own club — Hazel,
Janne, Ann and Heather. The meadows were in
“peak bloom” and the mountain vistas were
wonderful.

Hikers on the Tralil

It was especially gratifying to have each bloom
identified and described.
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False Indian Hellebore

Kelly (with a touch of humour) packed his
presentations with facts about life cycles and
aspects of all the resourceful alpine plants, able to
survive in difficult conditions.

This was a great field trip, and we look forward to
future opportunities of joining the Hope Mountain
School in some

“Step Outside” activities.

We saw a Clark’s Nutcracker and learned of this
bird’s clever habits.

This was a great field trip, and we look forward to
future opportunities of joining the Hope Mountain
School in some “Step Outside” activities.
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2. Magic Gardens — Tuesday,

August 15 ™ at 7 pm

We certainly experienced a "magic” time in
Maureen’s lovely Naturescape. Was it because of
the homemade wine and lime pie? More likely it was
the hostess’ expertise in naming and describing the
many plants. and telling us about all the birds who
visit there.
Here is Maureen’s take on the evening:
“There were 20 Naturalists and guests at the
Magic Gardens field trip. All said they enjoyed it
very much and loved the gardens and all the
(rescued) plants and animals, Such a good
turnout made for some lively conversation
and the evening went along well past sunset.
There were plenty of goodies to be had,
(courtesy of Hazel and Nora) and a Lime pie that
| made was tested out on several guests. We
capped off the evening with a couple of bottles
of my homemade refreshments.”

We brought along our Canadian Tire dollars, which
Maureen will forward to the OWL rehabilitation
centre at Boundary Bay for them to cash in.

3. Coquitlam Watershed
Sunday, August 28

Nine of our members left Earl’s

At 10am and returned at 6 pm much the wiser after
touring the watershed by bus. See page 6 for photo
highlights and to enjoy a video tour, visit the web
site at
http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/water/coquitlam.htm




Helen and Ed at the Meech Creek Slide
A JOB well done.

An executive committee (6 of us) set to work to sort
through several boxes of CFN archival material this
spring. Lots went to the recycling bin — the rest went
to Helen who will “scrapbook” it and bring it to a
regular meeting for inspection by club members.
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Latest bulletin:  oh-oh...Lee has informed
us that she has 5 more boxes to sort.
Help!

BOOK REVIEW

Lone Pine Press has again published a useful guide
for field naturalists. It is titled: Amphibians of
Oregon, Washington, and BC by C. Corkran and
C.Thomas.

This revised and updated edition is dedicated in part
to those “who are naturally drawn to look into quiet
pools of water, to know Earth’s humble secrets”.

All the native and introduced amphibian species are
described — salamanders, frogs and toads -
including their developmental stages, and complete
with colored photographs.

It is a small volume (176 pages) but packed with
helpful information about amphibian habitat,
seasonal activities, finding them and handling them,
and even photographing them.

This handy book sells for $22.95 an is available at
our Wild Bird Habitat Store in Chilliwack



THIS ‘'n THAT

1 .Debbie Buchner is not able to continue
her good work as our Young Naturalist
Leader. We are happy that she has already
found her replacement.

2. A little good news about the

Kournossoff Property  The ministry has
supplied a crew to work with weed eaters
for 4 days at those pesky blackberries;
moreover, we have received (from the
Public Conservation Assistance Fund) a
grant for $6500 to dig temporary ponds
and feed volunteers during fall plantings.
Our club certainly appreciates Lee’s difficult
and continuing work on grant applications.

3. Believe it or not, our friend and club
member Mary Van Horne turned 90 years
old on August 6™.  Lots of folks celebrated
the occasion with her, including her two

brothers, her son, — and of course her good
husband Birch.

4. Maureen Raymond has kindly offered to
collect and send our Canadian Tire dollars
to The OWL Rehabilitation Centre. Don't
forget to give her yours. So far she has
received $14.25

Gathering in Maureen’s Garden

5. A reminder that BC Rivers’ Day falls on
September 29" There are various
activities planned in your community to
celebrate (and clean up) our valuable
waterways.

6. The Fall FBCN General Meeting takes
place from September 28™ to Oct.1% in
Coquitlam. A few of our members plan to
take in some of the field trips and the
banquet. Details of events may be found in
your Summer copy of the BC Naturalist
(page 31). Give Director Helen a call if
you'd like to attend as well.
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Coquitlam Watershed Bus Tour
Enjoy beautiful views of Coquitlam Lake as you wind along the watershed'’s gravel roads.

Lunch time ( left)
and Mike our tour
guide (right)

“Take a look at the
rarely seen eastern
end of the Buntzen
Tunnel and catch a
glimpse of the past as
you visit the Coquitlam
Water intake tower,
built in 1913

The tour showcases
everything from the
present drinking water
infrastructure (See
Tower left) to giant old-
growth western red
cedar and Douglas fir.
The tallest recorded
Douglas fir tree in
Canada can be found in
the Coquitlam
Watershed. It is 94.3
metres tall and
approximately 800 years
old.”



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE CALL OUR CO-ORDINATOR HAZEL FOR QUESTIONS RE : FIELD TRIPS
Date Tim Event Location Details Contact
e
Sunday FIELD TRIP Carpool Bring a lunch to Hazel
September | 9 am from Neil Grainger's (604) 858-0803
17th Earl’s Cabin in
Sunshine Valley
Tuesday | 7:30 Regular Vedder Video Janne
September | pm Meeting Middle Presentation (604) 796- 9182
19th D@ School by Brian Walton
Don’t forget to
bring your
cup
Wildflowers of
the Cascades
Tuesday | 1pm Field Trip Cultus Lake | Public Forum on Hazel
October to Community Sockeye (604) 858-0803
17" 4 pm Hall Recovery
Program
Tuesday | 7:30 | Regular Meeting Vedder Janne
October | pm Middle TBA (604) 796- 9182
17th School
Saturday | 10:3 Field Trip Carpool Hike an old trail Hazel
October |0 from Earl’'s | toward Chilliwack (604) 858-0803
21st (bring lake with - Brian
lunch) Walton
Sundy 10;3 Field Trip Cheam An Autumn walk Hazel
November | O Lake through wetlands (604) 858-0803
18" Parking Lot | (pack your lunch )
Tuesday | 7.30 | Regular Meeting Vedder Speaker — Jean Janne
Novemtber pm Middle Jang (604) 796- 9182
21° School Q
Ridley's Sea
Turtle
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Check out our Web Site at: www.chilliwackfieldnatur alists.ca
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