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Federation Findings 
by Dave Hutchings 

 
“Where the River Meets the Sea” was the theme 
chosen for the 2004 AGM held at UBC from May 13-
16th.  A one-day symposium devoted to Marine 
Protected Areas and their importance was staged on 
Thursday.  For a more detailed report on the 
symposium and the events that followed on the 
Friday, see the summer edition of BC NATURALIST. 
 
As usual, Saturday was taken up with the FBCN 
Directors’ Meeting, followed by the AGM in the 
afternoon. 
 
A)  Directors’ Meeting : a summary. 

a. Finances :  several cost-saving measures and 
prudent management of receipts and expenses have 
resulted in a close to “break even” year. 

�  Club insurance will rise by another $.25, with 
the FBCN absorbing the increase until clubs 
are billed in the next year 

�  A new policy to streamline the application 
process for grants to clubs is to be drawn up 
for the Fall GM 

�  An award of a $1,000 Rene Savenye 
Scholarship will begin as soon as application 
criteria and policy are in place 

�  A new policy to govern travel expenses of 
the executive and directors to FBCN 
meeting will be drawn up 

�  A program to promote the FBCN to potential 
corporate donors via the Environmental 
Fund of BC will be set up. 

 
b. Administration: 

 
�  The Fall GM will be Sept. 30 – Oct.2nd in 

Kelowna; 
�  The 2005 AGM will be May 12 – 15th in 

Salmon Arm; 
�  The FBCN will adopt the brand name of “BC 

Nature” to provide better Internet exposure 
and to complement development of the 
Canadian Nature Federation network. 

 
c. Projects : 

 
�  Living By Water continues to expand from 

BC across Canada.  Members were 
cautioned that developers are beginning to 
use L. by W. as a development tool 

�  The Seabird Survival Program has 
developed an educational brochure directed 
at recreational and commercial boaters who 
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frequent seabird breeding and feeding 
habitat in and around Important Bird Areas; 

�  BC Parks Day will be an opportunity for 
FBCN clubs to mount programs to 
demonstrate the need for services such as 
interpretive programs to be reinstated. 

 
B) Annual General Meeting : the printed Annual 
Report contains comprehensive, detailed reports of 
the FBCN’s activities.  However, several others 
items are worthy of highlighting: 
  

�  44 clubs comprising over 4,000 members 
currently make up the FBCN 

�  the Young Naturalists’ Club consists of 520 
family memberships province-wide 

�  Concern continues over the sale of Crown 
land by Land and Water BC.  The Comox 
Regional District who wished to purchase 
the Lannan Forest for parkland, lost out by 
$400,00 to a developer because of the no-
negotiation, sealed bid process 

�  GVRD research has found that storm 
sewers, catch basins, garden receptacles, 
etc. act as a prime haven for the West Nile 
mosquito.  Wetlands are NOT a problem; 

�  The FBCN and local clubs (ours included) 
have successfully applied to HRDC for 
grants to provide 5 summer student 
placements as park interpreters.  Score at 
least a mild victory for the good guys. 

�  I also attended a Regional Meeting hosted 
by the White Rock and Surrey Naturalists on 
July 10th. The current regional coordinator, 
George Bangham, has resigned with a new 
coordinator yet to be named. George has 
done an excellent job, so he will be missed.  
What follows is a summary of the meeting 
and discussion: 

 
Club Reports : 

 
The Friends of Semiahmoo Bay  are 

establishing a Boundary Bay Area Habitat Atlas.  
They will be mapping eelgrass beds in the bay as 
well a carrying out research on various species that 
inhabit the area.  Much of the work is being done in 
partnership with other agencies. 

The Langley Naturalists  have been 
banding birds and conducting an insect survey in the 
Forsland and Watson wildlife sanctuary.  They also 
continue their work to eradicate purple loostrife. 

The White Rock and Surrey club  have 
been carrying out the removal of English cord grass 
in sensitive areas, as well as the care of tree 

swallow nest boxes in the Serpentine Fen and 
removal of invasive species on Blackie Spit.   

The WR & S club  is helping to sponsor a 
show of nature artists at the Surrey Art Gallery.  
They are still concerned about a large development 
of Campbell Heights and a threatened huge 
commercial greenhouse development that threatens 
the Pacific Water Shrew in the Hazelmere Valley. 

The Vancouver Natural History Society  is 
lobbying for a green corridor along the Fraser River 
near the site of the old Eburne Sawmill.  Apparently, 
the City of Vancouver wants to develop the area as 
its new transit depot. 

The Burke Mountain club  continues to 
lobby to protect the trees and forest area on the 
Riverview Hospital site.  They have also prepared a 
new bird checklist for Como Lake. 
 

Regrettably, this will be my last report as 
Director for the Chilliwack Field Naturalists.  Over 
the summer, Chris and I have bought a new home in 
Qualicum Beach, into which we move on September 
1st.  To say that I have enjoyed my relatively short time 
in the Club would be an understatement.  I have 
benefited from the deep knowledge and wisdom of 
many of you, as well as from your warmth and 
friendship. The Club was my introduction to the 
naturalist movement and I could hardly have hoped for 
a better start. I do feel a certain sense of leaving things 
unfinished, both as a director and as the co-leader of 
the Young Naturalists with Judy.  I also regret that 
the nature garden at the Gwynne Vaughan Park has 
not been established yet, but the GV Park Society has 
indicated support and wishes to take a more active role 
in the planning and planting, etc.  Obviously, I will be 
stepping down as Director and hope that one of you 
will consider taking on the post, which is not anwhich is not anwhich is not anwhich is not an 
onerous one. onerous one. onerous one. onerous one.     
    
We will miss you all but we will try to keep in touch 
and may even drop in some evening when we’re visiting 
family in Chilliwack.  And if you are ever in Qualicum, 
do please look us up. 

David Hutchings 
 
ANNUAL PICNIC - JUNE 19th 2004  
 
On a sunny Saturday about fourteen club members 
arrived at Cheam Lake Wetlands with binoculars 
and picnic goodies in tow.   What met their gaze was 
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a scene of natural devastation – trees, branches and 
leaves everywhere.  All trails are closed, we were 
informed by Gord Gadsden of the cleanup crew.  
“There are 20 fallen trees lying across one trail.  
We’ll be working all day here”.  A “mini” tornado had 
swept through the park on Friday night. 

Fortunately the boardwalk was open, so our 
group was able to use those binoculars 

 
to focus in on a busy Eastern Kingbird, some Blue-
winged Teals, Scaups, a muskrat, and a Flicker. 

 As always, we enjoyed picnicking 
and talking together.  Our social time was 
interrupted by a brief visit from Margaret with her 
charming new puppy Tundra.  

   
Dave and Chris admire Tundra 

 
Our last meeting of the season was indeed 

satisfying in spite of nature’s rather unusual 
contribution. 
 
 
SPRING BUTTERFLY COUNT by Denis Knopp 

 
This year the count took place on July 27th.  There 
were twelve counters forming two groups. More 
species were seen this year than ever before – 
nineteen in all, including four new species as 
follows:  purplish copper; hydaspe fritillary; western 
meadow fritillary; and Dun skipper (blue listed!). See 
photo above. 
 
CFN PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 

Roy Luckow 
Several members of our field naturalists club 
indicated an interest in learning more about 
photography so I decided to conduct a four-day 
photography workshop over the two weekends of 
May 8 & 9th and May 15 & 16th.  

Enrollment was good - we had ten participants 
including two from the Abbotsford Photo Arts Club. 
The course included lectures supported by slide 
shows and each day a field trip to practice what was 
learned; however, our friends from Abbotsford 
informed me that on Saturday May 8th, the 
Abbotsford Fire Dept. would hold a controlled burn 
and photographers were welcome to attend.  With 
the consensus of the workshop participants, we 
decided to spend the first day of the workshop 
photographing the fire and making up for the 
lectures and other field trips on the remaining three 
days. The fire was great. We can now appreciate 
how valuable our firemen are and how much they 
risk in the ordinary performance of their duties. 
 
For the remaining time, we met at the Great Blue 
Heron Nature Reserve each morning.  The Reserve 
had given me the use of a small room in the annex, 
which could be darkened, as a projection room and 
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lecture area.  Field trips over the three days included 
The Great Blue Heron Nature Reserve, a beautiful 
rainforest area up Chilliwack River Road, a short 
time at Lindeman Creek, and a large part of a day at 
Cheam Lake Wetlands Regional Park. 
 
The $50.00 fee for each person was turned over to 
the club and   I'm sure the $500.00 will be put to 
good use. 
 
Feedback to me was gratifying.  Everyone told me 
they learned a lot and had fun doing it. 
 

 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1) Echo Island  by Elizabeth Scotsan 
 
Members of Chilliwack Field Naturalist club had a 
special outing on Sunday, July 11th, when they 
visited Echo Island to check up on its habitat for 
plants and wildlife.  They joined forces with others 
from the Echo Island Alliance, which is opposing 
proposals to log parts of the island, an integral part 
of Harrison scenery and tourism.  The group, which 
included well-known naturalist Dennis Knopp, was 
shocked to find the terrain in the northwest of the 
island unusually dry.  Instead of the normally lush, 
damp moss covering ground and trees, the 
undergrowth is dry - clearly suffering from a lack of 
moisture.  Deer on the island are struggling to find 
food, and the fire risks are obviously high. 
 
It was disturbing to find two somewhat damp areas 
already marked with pink tapes.  It is thought both 
clearings may be used as helicopter pads to support 
selective logging in these locations.  It was also here 
that a rare red-legged frog, and a small tree frog 

were found, already struggling to survive in the 
threatened habitats.  The latter was in a rare sedge 
meadow, an open sanctuary for all animals seeking 
water, and many deer-prints were apparent in the 
mud.  If this meadow is wiped out by logging 
activities, it is clear a much wider habitat will be 
destroyed. 
 
Red-breasted sapsuckers, winter wrens, thrushes, 
and jays were heard or seen, as were leaves of 
vanilla plants, violets, Oregon grape, salal and other 
normal forest plants indigenous to this region. One 
member reported seeing a seal and her pup in the 
water on the way to the island.  One of the trees was 
a big 400-year old Douglas fir, and others of similar 
vintage were seen, as well as tall cedars, hemlocks, 
and maple trees, some of which would certainly be 
of value to logging companies. 
 
The naturalists spent four hours on the island 
exploring trails and old logging roads, under the 
guidance of cabin-owner Tim Codling.  Even so, 
only a small portion of area was surveyed and it is 
hoped that a return visit can be made to other parts 
of the island for further evaluation.  
 
A petition circulated earlier in the year by the Echo 
Island group opposing any plans to log there 
garnered almost 2,500 signatures between 
March and June.  The Mayor of Harrison, John 
Allen, presented these to Premier Gordon Campbell 
when the premier visited the resort last month. A 
painting of Harrison Lake and the island by Agassiz 
artist Diane Mackenzie was put up for silent auction 
after a rally held by the Echo Island Alliance in the 
spring.  This was purchased for $250, and the artist 
has donated this money to the group to further its 
efforts in opposing any island logging. 
 
A decision on plans put out by the licencees, the 
Chehalis band, and Interpac Resources Ltd, the 
logging company, was approved by the Chief 
Forester of the Chilliwack District on August 3 rd , 
2004. 
 
For further info, contact naturalists Janne Perrin, 
796-9182, or Denis Knopp, 858-5141. 
 
2) Vedder River Walk and  Picnic 

by Jack Jackaman 
 
A small group of Naturalists plus a couple of new 
folk met at the Jackaman’s and set off on the walk 
along the south side of the Vedder River.  The walk 
followed the river dike through a delightful footpath 

Echo Island 
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bordered by buddleia and the usual mass of 
blackberry bushes.  These bushes were responding 
to the beautiful sunny weather and adequate water 
from the nearby salmon spawning streams and as a 
result were producing some of the biggest and 
succulent blackberries for many seasons.  The 
circular walk passed devil’s club and other exotic 
plants and the salmon streams were incredibly clear 
with bright blue forget-me-not flowers adding colour 
to the depths. 
 
Since the hot weather and the end of the nesting 
season the bird life, particularly the waterfowl were 
scarce.  A few Wood Ducks were around and the 
raucous call of the Blue Jay could be heard.  The 
bright flash of blue of the King Fisher was seen and 
its chattering call heard. 
 
One the way back the party braved a secret pathway 
that took them along a very narrow footpath 
bordered by wet lands and a salmon spawning 
stream.  Newly cut branches indicated that the 
beavers had been busy in this area.  The Blue 
Heron flew by as well as a number of Kingfishers.  At 
one point a fence had to be climbed over and an old 
beaver dam was crossed.  This did not deter any of 
the group and they soon they entered an open field.  
This section of the walk was reminiscent of walking 
through the English countryside.  A few moments 
were spent picking those tasty blackberries while 
others marveled at the huge cottonwood trees that 
had or were in the process of being felled by the 
industrious beaver.   
 
The final walk was along Duncan Road now 
bordered by the bright blue chicory wild flowers.  
Coffee tea and cakes were ready at 43726 as well 
as seating under the trees that provided shade and 
natures own air conditioning.  Lots of happy chatter 
then took place before finally everyone left for home.  
It should be added that although Hazel Cannings 
had been driving from the north earlier in the day 
she managed to arrive in time for the picnic.  That’s 
naturalist enthusiasm for you! 
 
THIS ‘N THAT 

 
1. Many thanks to Roy for his great workshop 

and generous donation to our club.   (see his 
write-up on page 3) 

2. It’s tough to say goodbye to good friends.  
Dave and Chris will be sorely missed, as will 
the valued contribution they have made to 
our organization.  Of course we wish them 
well, as they begin their new life across the 

water, and hope they remember to drop in 
and see us once in awhile.  Twenty-two of 
our club members joined Chris and Dave for 
a potluck farewell feast on the 24th at the 
Great Blue Heron Reserve.  (See his final 
Federation Findings on page1)  

3. Please note our new club address  on the 
announcement page. 

4. Hazel reported to our executive that one of 
our (usually popular) field trip was cancelled 
because no one showed up!  And only two 
members came on another.  We wonder if 
our members would like us to cut down on 
the number of outings offered.  Please give 
Hazel your feedback – the executive will be 
keeping an eye on this fall’s trips. 

 
 

NATURAL-NUT 

 
 
Dear Natural-Nut; 
 
 I don’t remember seeing House 
Finches when I grew up, many years ago, 
in Eastern Canada.  But they are 
common on the west coast, and, I hear, 
are becoming common in the east.  
Could you explain? 

Signed:     O lder 

Dear Older; 

 House Finches are indigenous to Mexico 
and western North America.   In the earlier part of 
the 20th century they were illegally captured for their 
pretty colors and pleasant song.   

 In the 1940’s, the caged birds were imported 
to the New York area.  One day, the dealers, 
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disquieted by rumours that the authorities were 
planning to raid their premises, let the birds out! 

 The adaptable finches survived and 
reproduced.  And because they raise several broods 
each year, their range has exploded.  Since the 
early 1980’s, the alien birds have become common 
in southeastern Canada (especially in cities and 
suburbs), and continue to reproduce rapidly. 

 The cheeky and aggressive House Finch 
seems to compete with the American Goldfinch; 
however, Goldfinches are holding their own in rural 
areas, where for some reason House Finches are 
less successful. 

Signed:    Natural-Nut 

 
 

 
 

Calendar of Events and Announcements 
 

Please call our CO-ORDINATOR HAZEL for questions re : Field trips 
 

Date Time Event Location Details Contact 

Saturday 
September 

11th 

9:00 
a.m. 

Cultus Lake 
Field Trip 

 

Meet at 
Earl’s 

(Bring a 
lunch) 

Salmon Enhancement 
with Dave Barnes 

  

Hazel 
858-0803 

Tuesday 
September 

21st 

7:30 
p.m. 

Regular 
Meeting 

Vedder  
Middle 
School 

TBA Helen 
792-0972 

Saturday 
September 

25th 

10:00 
a.m. 

Field Trip and 
Work Party 

 Great Blue 
Heron 

Reserve 

Walk the trails and enjoy 
your picnic lunch 

Hazel 
858-0803 

Sunday 
October 5th 

10:30 
a.m. 

Weiner Roast & 
Planting @ 

Kournosoff Property 

Camp River 
Wild Life 

Area 

Bring Shovels, clippers 
etc. 

Lunch provided 

Denis 
858-5141 

Tuesday  
October 

19th 

7:30 
p.m. 

Regular  Meeting 

 

Vedder  
Middle 
School 

Power Point Show 
Phil & Liz Lang 

Trekking in Nepal 

Helen 
792-0972 

Sunday 
October 

24th 

10:00 
a.m. 

Field Trip 
 

Cheam Lake 
Parking Lot 

(Bring a 
lunch) 

Cheam Lake ramble and 
picnic 

 

796-9182 
 

Tuesday 
November 

16th 

7:30 
p.m. 

Regular 
Meeting 

Vedder  
Middle 
School 

TBA Helen 
792-0972 
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